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A Message from Fr. Carl ~

Dear Brother Knights,
I would highly recommend reading the recent March 2008 edition of “Columbia” which has

as its feature article the life of Father Michael J. McGivney. It’s an interesting article on his life
and times. (Some Lenten spiritual reading suggestion)

I have been reading an article for religious leaders concerning the Gospel John 20: 19-23 (use
your Bible to read this passage). It concerns itself with the disciples who locked themselves in
the upper room in fear, anxiety and trauma after the crucifixion of Jesus. It is the evening of the
resurrection and Jesus appears to them. I also had a dream on Tuesday, March 3, 2008
concerning some negative feedback from parishioners concerning the multi-ethnic make-up of
St. John and how “I” (not “we”) bend over backwards to accommodate these new arrivals.

The article states: “it is both myopic and irresponsible to define our mission (read “parish
outreach”) and our ministries as simply exercised within a locked in mentality of familiar
rooms and confine our gifts and talents within narrow limits of our past histories.” This kind
of thinking will lead to our extinction. My dream was about pastoring St. John Vianney church
without the new arrivals. What would this parish look like? For a moment look around and see
there are few children from the older members who attend SJV. There are few baptisms,
weddings and more funerals. There would be less evening meetings because most of the
founding members don’t drive at night. Most of what we do would be limited due to the age,
lack of numbers and enthusiasm of the parishioners.
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My challenge to the leadership of the Knights of Columbus is that every event that is
sponsored by our fraternal organization should take into account the multi-ethnic diversity of our
parish and area. When we have a “Pancake Breakfast” we have an afternoon “Taco lunch.” If
we have a “free throw basketball” event scheduled at night during Religious Education classes,
we have a soccer kick at the same time. If we have a “spaghetti dinner” we have a southern
“Fried chicken and collards dinner”, etc. Yes, it takes courage and patience to unlock our
mindsets. We are in a shrinking world, with much diversity, and it will not go back to where we
were in the 1950’s 60’s or even 70’s. We may move farther west to Alabama, north to
Tennessee and east to the Carolinas and south to Florida if we enjoy dying with a golf club in our
hands or a bingo marker in our fingers but each place we go to will have the same diversity.
Let’s think about this more deeply and work more effectively as a Global Fraternal Organization
of the Knights of Columbus as we live this experience in Lithia Springs, GA.

And Jesus said to his disciples locked in the upper room, “Peace be with you.” As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.”

Blessed Easter to you and your families.
Friar Carl

Grand Knight’s Message ~

Brothers,
Easter is rapidly approaching and that means a lot of extra work for the Knights. Of course

on Palm Sunday and Easter we will have parking lot duty to assist in filling and getting the
parking area empty between masses. We will also host the annual Easter Egg hunt. I wonder if
the Easter Bunny will appear? For those of you who are Fourth Degree members, we will have
an Honor Guard for Holy Thursday and the Easter Vigil on Saturday. March again is proving to
be a busy month. We cooked for our youth on Saturday March 8th for their weekend retreat.
We will be hosting a Second Degree on March 29th for all of North Georgia, and on Sunday
March 30th we will cooking and serving a breakfast to our parish for our recruiting blitz. These
have been very successful in the past in bringing in new members. The same weekend of the
29th and 30th we will be doing the tootsie roll drive at 2 Kroger locations. As you can see we
have plenty of activities for everyone to get involved. Thank you again for all of your efforts
during this fraternal year. I really appreciate everyone pitching in and getting the job done.

St Michael the Archangel, Pray for Those Who Serve.

Vivat Jesus
Paul


